
EARTHQUAKE RELIEF UPDATE 

Over the past three weekends, together with our 
close friends Lidia Herrera and Peter Winckers, we 
have made trips to the towns of Tetela del Volcán 
and Hueyapan in the State of Morelos, one of the 
most affected areas. Here are some of the things we 
have seen and done during our visits:  

 

#1 Met with families and brought them supplies such as 

food, clothing and toys for the children to lift their spirits. 

One of the families that we have visited multiple times is the 

large, extended Sosa Family who share 5 houses. Three of those 

five houses were damaged and we have brought volunteer ar-

chitects to examine the damage. The architects have advised the 

family if, 1.) they are safe to live in and, 2.) if they have structur-

al damage.  

We have also met with an elderly woman who we affectionately 

call abuelita (Grandma) whose home was completely destroyed 

by the earthquake. Her sons have built a temporary shelter on 

her property which she stays in during the day and then sleeps 

with family at night. She wants nothing more than to have a sim-

ple, basic house so that she can go back to tending to her garden 

and living the rest of her life in peace and happiness. 
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#2 Visited a group of women weavers in Hueyapan 

called “Soame - Mujeres de Tradición” 

This family business is run by three generations of women who 

base their weaving in the traditions of the indigenous Nahua 

Culture. Their products are made with wool using a waist loom 

(telar de cintura), a technique that dates back to the Pre-

Hispanic times. They use natural dyes extracted from plants and 

seeds found in the surrounding natural environment to produce 

the vibrant colors of their products. We used the donations to 

purchase some of their textiles as they have not had work since 

the earthquake. We then resold these items during a local fund-

raiser at a slight mark-up in order to raise more money to give 

back into rebuilding their community.    

 

#3 Purchased essential material such as wood and tarps for 

a mountaineering group who, after the quake, began work-

ing in Hueyapan building temporary shelters 

They have set up their building center on a street in Hueyapan 

called "Amor Chikito" and thus, their name "Amor Chikito" was 

born. This is not an official organization with a Facebook page 

or a website. These are just everyday men and women who 

share a deep love for climbing the neighboring volcano and 

sprang into action after the disaster. They don't ask for recogni-

tion nor do they have time to be promoting on social media be-

cause they are too busy doing the work that needs to be done. 

These guys and gals are the real heroes!  



#4 Organized several meetings with community leaders and lo-

cal municipal government officials in both pueblos to brain-

storm ideas and discuss plans to rebuild both communities 

We discovered that obtaining building permits and permission from 

the local municipality is a lengthy, complicated process. So we have 

moved more towards assisting local groups that have the resources 

to build with the materials that they need. 

Looking Forward 

Once official house plans are drawn up by our volunteer archi-

tects, we would like to support abuelita and the familia Sosa with 

the necessary materials to rebuild and/or fix their homes. If fi-

nances permit, we can extend that help to other families as well. 

We would like this project to be sustainable in that the families 

are direct participants in the rebuilding. Future projects may in-

clude, 1) organizing free horticulture courses to utilize the fertile 

soil on their properties, and 2.) bringing tourism to the communi-

ties to revive their economy, including trips to visit the women of 

Soame. Stay tuned for future updates on our progress! 

 

Donations for this project are 
still being accepted via PayPal 

to the email address: 

dominique.r.cordero@gmail.com 

Interested in volunteering or 
have questions or concerns? 

Send an email to: 

peter.winckers@gmail.com 


